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Your Expert: Fred Plotkin

Fred Plotkin is one of the world’s most respected opera experts
and author of Opera 101: A Complete Guide to Learning and
Loving Opera. And Classical Music 101: A Complete Guide to
Learning and Loving Classical Music. He was scholar in residence
at the 2012 Verbier Festival. Fred has lectured, taught, consulted
and held managerial or artistic roles at some of the top opera
companies, including La Scala (as a Fulbright Scholar) and the
Metropolitan Opera. He has appeared often on WFMT, NPR, the
BBC and the national radio networks of Italy, France, Ireland,

Finland and Canada.

Verbier, Switzerland is the home of one of the world’s top music festivals attracting the

biggest stars not only to perform but to train the next generation of musicians. The Verbier

experience means attending superb performances and going to master classes to discover the

fascinating process by which music is made. Verbier also means fine food, spectacular

scenery, fresh air and contact with performing artists in intimate settings.

" |
N |
Enjoy the rich musical Listen to rehearsals and attend Learn about the festival & Swiss
offerings of the world-class many of the free concerts in culture with expert Fred Plotkin
Verbier Festival - attend six the village & join informal discussions
concert performances in the with like-minded travelers

best seats, join masterclasses
with artists such as Barbara
Frittoli, Thomas Hampson,
Thomas Quasthoff and
Susannah Waters
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Spend five nights in the lovely
mountain resort of Verbier, with
plenty of time to take in the
mountain scenery

BOOK TODAY! 855-698-7979
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Musicin the Swiss Mountains:

The Verbier Music Festival

July 30-August 4, 2019

Itinerary

Tuesday, July 30:

Welcome to the Swiss Alps

Take in views of Lake Geneva as you are transported high into the
alps of French-speaking Switzerland. Check into the cozy Hotel
Montpelier and join your music-loving friends for a welcoming
reception and dinner.

Meals: Dinner

Wednesday, July 31:

The Remarkable Verbier Music Festival

Start your Verbier adventure with a masterclass led by
legendary pianist Andras Schiff followed by a traditional

Swiss fondue lunch and a world class concert. This evening

we take our seats in the Salle des Combins for a performance
by the Verbier Festival Orchestra with conductor Lahav Shani
and pianist Denis Matsueyv, performing Prokofiev's War & Peace
Overture, Rachmaninoff’s Piano Concerto no. 3 and
Stravinsky’s Petrouchka.

Meals: Breakfast, Lunch

Thursday, August 1:

Bach at the Verbier Music Festival

Immerse in the life and music of Johan Sebastian Bach with
performances by some of the world’s top classical musicians and a
lecture from Fred Plotkin, your expert study leader. Antoine Tamestit,
viola, and Masaaki Suzuki, harpsichord, give a morning concert

and Andras Schiff performs some of the Well-Tempered Clavier

in the evening. Enjoy a walk through the town, pausing to take in

the magnificent alpine scenery and the pop-up musical events
throughout the town. Dinner as a group in local restaurant.

Meals: Breakfast, Dinner
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Friday, August 2:

Verbier Music Festival: Tchaikovsky and Cheese

In addition to two outstanding concerts, you will have an
exclusive lesson on the unique cheese traditions of this area
as well as a light lunch and a glass of wine. In the morning
is a concert by instrumentalists who studied at the Verbier
Festival Academy. This evening attend an all-Tchaikovsky
concert with star musicians Vadim Repin, violin; Mischa
Maisky, viola; Denis Matsueyv, piano.

Meals: Breakfast, Lunch

Saturday, August 3:

Verbier Music Festival Grand Finale

Your last day includes a farewell meal and two glorious
concerts at Salle des Combins. In the afternoon enjoy a
concert version of Mozart’'s Die Zauberflote performed by
the Verbier Festival Junior Orchestra under the direction of
Stanislav Kochanovsky with the young singers of the Verbier
Festival Academy, all of whom will have trained throughout
the 2019 festival. In the evening, Fabio Luisi conducts

the Verbier Festival Orchestra in Mahler’'s Symphony no. 2
(“Resurrection”) with Golda Schultz and Ekaterina
Gubanova, soloists

Meals: Breakfast, Lunch

Sunday, August 4:

Departures and Au Revoir

Transfer back to Geneva airport for your flight
home, with your head full of gorgeous melodies
and unforgettable experiences from your total
immersion in music and nature.

Meals: Breakfast

Accommodations

Hotel Montpelier | Luxurious 3-star hotel located in the
heart of Verbier. This mountain chalet offers fantastic views
of the Swiss Alps and is less than 5-minute walk to the main
festival venue. Each guestroom has a small balcony. The hotel
offers great breakfasts, comfortable living space and very
friendly service.

Cost

Trip cost: $6,995
For a single room add: $1,350
Deposit: $1,000

Program price based on a minimum of 20 travelers.
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Your journey includes:

*  On Tour Team: New York Times Expert, Fred Plotkin, and professional tour leader throughout the program
*  Group transfer from Geneva Airport to Verbier on arrival and departure day

* Tickets (best in the house) for all concerts as outlined in the itinerary

* Admission to masterclasses, rehearsals, and pop up events during the festival

* Gratuities to porters, drivers, wait staff in restaurants during group meals, housekeeping at group hotels

* MedEvac insurance for all participants

* Food & Drink: Most meals as outlined in the itinerary, plus welcome and farewell receptions.

* Accommodations, including wifi where available
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Terms and Conditions

Note: Terms and Conditions are subject to change

The New York Times Company, a New York corporation acting through its Times Journeys
division, (“Times Journeys”) provides a travel program featuring individual tours (each, a
“Tour”) as outlined in its catalog and on its website (www.nytimes.com/times-journeys)
(“Website”) and has licensed independent tour operators (each, an “Operator”), to
organize and administer the Tours. Times Journeys and the Operator are collectively
referred to as “we or “us”.

Please read these Terms & Conditionsof travel before making a deposit or payment

for a Touras your booking and the program for a Tour (the “Itinerary”) are subject

to the terms listed below. A contract is entered into once an Operator receives your
deposit and we accept and confirm the booking. Payment of any monies constitutes
acceptance and understanding of the Times Journeys Terms & Conditions.These Terms &
Conditionsmay be supplemented by additional terms and conditions specific to your Tour
(“Supplemental Terms”). In the event of a conflict between these Terms & Conditionsand
the supplemental terms, the Supplemental Terms will control.

Times Journeys acts only as the Tour sponsor and is not responsible for the acts or
omissions of other parties.

Travel Purpose: Tours are intended for tourist travel only, and unless approved by Times
Journeys in advance, are not open to individuals looking to conduct business during a
Tour. We reserve the right to decline to do business with anyone.

Pricing and Inclusions: Quoted Tour prices are per person, double occupancy except
where indicated. Prices include programming, planning, handling and operational charges
and are based on current rates of exchange, tariffs and taxes in effect at the time of
publication. We reserve the right to increase Tour prices at any time prior to final payment,
except for increased governmental taxes which can be passed on at any time, to cover
increased costs, tariffs, taxes and V.A.T. received after prices are published and to reflect
fluctuations in foreign exchange markets.

Exclusions: Quoted Tour prices exclude trip insurance; airfares between points on the
Tour; international airfare, including airfare and other transportation to and from the Tour
(unless otherwise noted); costs associated with obtaining passports or entry visas; airport
departure taxes (unless otherwise noted); excess baggage charges; gratuities to the
drivers, local guides and Tour Directors; meals other than those specified in the Itinerary;
sightseeing not included in the Itinerary; and personal expenses such as laundry,
communication charges and optional activities (which are subject to availability).

Reservations and Payments: The Tour deposit amount is listed on the Website or

in your brochure. The deposit is required in order to confirm your booking. Upon receipt
of the deposit, the Operator will send you confirmation of your booking. Your final
payment date will be listed on the confirmation. If a Tour is already full, Times Journeys
will accept deposits on a standby basis. If space becomes available, you will have the
choice of joining the Tour by paying in full or forfeiting the space in return for a refund of
your deposit. Final payment is due ninety (90) days prior to the Tour’s departure unless
otherwise indicated on the Website or in the brochure. If your reservation is made within
ninety (90) days of departure, the entire cost of the trip must be paid at the time of the
request in order to secure confirmation.

From time to time, Times Journeys may issue a Future Travel Credit (“FTC”), redeemable
as partial payment of a newly booked Tour. The value of the FTC will be communicated at
the time of issuance, can be redeemed against a new booking only, and unless otherwise
indicated, must be redeemed within twelve (12) months of date of issuance. The FTC can
only be used towards the final payment for a Tour.Once redeemed, an FTC is subject to
the same terms and conditions as other payments.

Travel Protection: Times Journeys recommends that you purchase trip cancellation
and medical protection. Times Journeysoffers Travel Protection Plans (https://www.
nytimes.com/times-journeys/insurance) and Operators can also provide applications for
travel protection along with your booking confirmation. Any questions about what travel
protection does or does not cover should be addressed directly to the travel protection
company. If you decline travel protection coverage, you will personally assume full
responsibility for any financial loss associated with your travel arrangements, and you
could lose your travel investment and/or have to pay more money to correct the situation.
Single Travelers: Tour prices are based on double occupancy.

Single travelers will be expected to pay the single supplement fee.

Cancellation by You: Times Journeys must receive your cancellation notice in writing
by email, fax or overnight courier, and your cancellation date will be the date on which we
receive your notice. If Times Journeys receives your cancellation notice:

. Ninety-one (91) days or more from the Tour departure date, Times Journeys will
refund fifty percent (50%) of the deposit amount, and all of the Tour price, to the
extent that you have made that payment.

. Ninety (90) to sixty-one (61) days prior to the departure date, Times Journeys will

retain twenty percent (20%) of the Tour price based on double occupancy, excluding
optional payments.

. Sixty (60) to thirty-one (31) days prior to the departure date, Times Journeys will
retain fifty percent (50%) of the Tour price based on double occupancy.

. Thirty (30) days or fewer prior to the departure date, Times Journeys will retain one
hundred percent (100%) of the Tour price.

Your decision not to participate in the Tour due to State Department Travel Advisories,
fear of travel, iliness, or any other reason will be deemed a cancellation. If a flight or
other delay for any reason prevents you from joining the Tour on the Tour departure date
and time, you will be considered a no-show, and Times Journeys will not provide a full or
partial refund or credit toward a future Tour, but you may join the Tour late if you wish.

Any fees imposed by an airline, including for airline service between points on the Tour
(“Internal Air”) or travel to or from the Tour, are your responsibility.

Air Transportation During the Tour: Internal Air is not included in the price of the
Tour. Estimated Internal Air costs will be identified separately on the Website or in your
brochure. Internal Air costs and availability are subject to change at any time prior to
final payment for your Tour, and Times Journeys reserves the right to increase Tour prices
accordingly. Times Journeys will not change your seat assignment request on commercial
aircraft without your permission. However, airlines often change seat assignments to
satisfy their loyalty members, because of equipment changes (aircraft type), or other
reasons. Times Journeys is not notified of these changes in advance and often travelers
are not made aware of these changes until they arrive at the airport. Times Journeys
cannot be responsible for seat assignment changes made by the airline. Frequent flier
programs are private agreements between airlines and passengers, and Times Journeys
cannot be held responsible for mileage discrepancies involving airline loyalty

reward programs.

CANCELLATION CHARGES FOR INTERNAL AIR
All internal air is 100% non-refundable at time of final payment (some exceptions
may apply).

Passports and Visas: You are solely responsible for complying with passport and visa
requirements. For U.S. travelers, international travel may require a passport valid six (6)
months beyond your intended return travel date. In many cases, you will also need to have
multiple consecutive blank visa pages within your passport (the number varies depending
on the destination(s)). Many destinations also require that visas be obtained prior to
travel. It is recommended that you check with the U.S. State Department website for the
latest passport and visa requirements. Please note that some destinations may deny
entry to travelers who were born in Israel, hold Israeli passports or have an Israel entry
stamp in their passport.

Cancellation or Substitution: We will make commercially reasonable efforts to

keep the Itinerary as it has been published; however, the final Itinerary may vary due to
availability and factors beyond Times Journeys’ control. Times Journeys may in its sole
discretion substitute services such as hotels or goods of similar quality for any service or
good stated in the Itinerary. If a Times Journeys speaker cancels, the Operator will make
commercially reasonable efforts to find a replacement. You will not be refunded in whole
or in part when the Operator is unable to find a replacement speaker.

Times Journeys reserves the right to cancel any Tour because of inadequate enrollment
that makes the trip economically infeasible to operate or because of concerns with
respect to the safety, health, or welfare of Tour travelers or staff. If Times Journeys
cancels a Tour, Times Journeys liability is limited to a full refund of your payments to
Times Journeys and we will not be liable for any other costs, damages or refunds of any
kind for any loss, delay, inconvenience, disappointment, or expense whatsoever in such
circumstances. If a Tour in progress must be interrupted or canceled, Times Journeys
liability shall be strictly limited to refund of the recoverable cost of any unused portion
of the Tour.

Taxes and Fees: Some governments charge departure taxes and/or fees. These taxes
and/or fees are the responsibility of each passenger traveling to the designated country
and are not included in the Tour price unless stated.

Baggage: We assume no liability for loss or damage to baggage in transit to and from a
Tour or while on a Tour.

Children: Unless otherwise indicated in the Tour description, all Tour passengers must
be at least ten (10) years of age. However, some activities contained within an Itinerary
may have an age restriction different from the overall minimum age requirement, in
which case details will be provided at the time of booking. Times Journeys reserves

the right to marginally exceed the published maximum group size on family Tours to
accommodate families.

Suppliers’ Acts or Omissions: Each Operator has selected independent transportation
carriers, hotels, ground operators, and other suppliers of services connected with these
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Tours (“Suppliers”), and those Suppliers are solely responsible and liable for providing
their respective services. Neither Times Journeys nor any Operator owns, operates,
supervises, and/or manages any person or entity which is to or does provide goods

or services for the Tours, including, for example, lodging facilities or transportation
companies. All such persons and entities are independent contractors. As a result,
neither Times Journeys nor any Operator is liable for any negligent or willful act or failure
to act of any such person or entity, or of any other third party.

Tour Conduct: You are responsible for following all directions of the Tour guide and

the laws of the countries in your Itinerary during a Tour. We may exclude you from
participating in all or any part of the Tour if, in our sole discretion, your condition or
behavior renders you unfit for the Tour or unfit for continuation once the Tour has begun.
Unfitness may include, without limitation, any behavior that, regardless of its cause, is
inappropriate, offensive, interferes with the delivery of Tour services, negatively impacts
the experience of other Tour passengers, or may constitute a hazard to third parties. In
such case, our liability shall be strictly limited to refund of the recoverable cost of any
unused portion of the Tour. Should you decide for any reason not to participate in certain
parts of the Tour or use certain goods included in the Tour, no refunds will be made for
those unused parts of the Tour or goods. You agree to indemnify and hold us harmless
from and against any costs, damages, losses or liabilities arising out of (a) the actions

or omissions of any minors traveling with you and (b) if you checked the box indicating
that you are signing on behalf of yourself and your traveling companions, any of your
companions’ claims that you were not authorized to agree to these Terms & Conditionson
their behalf.

Travel Advisories: It is your responsibility to become informed about the most current
travel advisories by referring to the U.S. State Department’s travel website at travel.
state.gov or by phone at 1-888-407-4747. In the event of an active State Department
Travel Advisory warning against travel to the specific destination location/s of the Tour,
should you still choose to travel, notwithstanding any travel advisory, you assume all risk
of personal injury, death or property damage that may arise out of the events like those
advised or warned against. You should also check any U.S. Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention informationforyour itinerary. These include important information and

can be found at www.cdc.gov/travel.Alterations to Tour Itinerary: Travel arrangements are
planned and secured in advance and so Itinerary changes may be necessary or desirable.
These changes may be due to circumstances amounting to “force majeure” or any
reasons beyond Times Journeys’ control. They could include but are not limited to; delay
in departure due to flight disruption, closure of a hotel, strikes, riots, natural occurrences,
decisions by State Governments or Tourist Organizations that cause forced alterations

to a planned ltinerary, its duration, time spent in a city or requiring the need to remove a
city, a country or region or a part thereof from the Itinerary caused by a local occurrence
or situation. If any of the circumstances listed above occur during the course of a Journey,
we reserve the right to alter the scheduled Itinerary accordingly and compensation
cannot be paid. We will make commercially reasonable efforts to provide the booked
arrangements, but changes may occur. If changes are significant, we shall where possible,
inform you before your departure.

Assumption of Risk: By registering for a Tour, you acknowledge that you a

re aware that travel such as the Tour may involve potentially dangerous activities,

some in remote areas of the world, with a risk of iliness, injury, or death which may be
caused by forces of nature, illness, or by willful or criminal conduct of third parties or

by terrorism. You further acknowledge that weather conditions may be severe, adverse
and/or unpleasant, and that medical services or facilities may not be readily available
or accessible or consistent with standards in the United States during some or all of the
time during the Tour and that when available may not be of the quality which exists in
the United States. You accept the entire risk attendant thereto and voluntarily accept the
same as risks of participation in the Tour. In addition, you agree to be bound by these
Terms and Conditions. Neither Times Journeys nor any Operator is responsible for any
injury, loss, death, inconvenience, delay, or any damage to personal property.

We have no special knowledge regarding the financial condition of the Suppliers, unsafe
conditions, health hazards, weather hazards or climate extremes at locations to which
you may travel. For information concerning possible dangers at foreign destinations,

we recommend contacting the Travel Advisories Section of the U.S. State Department

at (202) 647-5225 or www.travel.state.gov, and click on “Travel Advisories”.” For
medical information, we recommend contacting the Centers for Disease Control at
(877) FYI-TRIP or www.cdc.gov/travel.Binding Arbitration: In lieu of litigation in court
and jury or court trials, each of which is expressly waived, any and all disputes and
claims concerning, relating or referring to this Binding Arbitration Clause, Release from
Liability, Assumption of Risk and/or to these Terms & Conditions, the brochure, or

any other literature concerning a Tour or the Tour itself, shall be resolved exclusively

by binding arbitration pursuant to the Federal Arbitration Act, 9 U.S.C. §§1-16, either
according to the then existing Commercial Rules of the American Arbitration Association
(AAA) or pursuant to the Comprehensive Arbitration Rules & Procedures of the Judicial
Arbitration and Mediation Services, Inc. (JAMS). Such proceedings will be governed by
substantive (but not procedural) New York law and will take place in New York, New York.
The arbitrator and not any federal, state, or local court or agency shall have exclusive
authority to resolve any dispute relating to the interpretation, applicability, enforceability,
conscionability, or formation of this contract, including but not limited to any claim that all
or any part of this contract is void or voidable. By agreeing to these terms and conditions,
both parties are waiving their right to a trial by jury.

Class Action Relief Waiver: You hereby agree that except as provided in the last
sentence of this paragraph, you may bring claims against times journeys only in your
individual capacity. Even if the applicable law provides otherwise, passenger agrees

that any arbitration or lawsuit against times journeys whatsoever shall be litigated by

you individually and not as a member of any class or as part of a class or representative
action, and you expressly agree to waive any law entitling you to participate in a class
action. If your claim is subject to arbitration, the arbitrator shall have no authority to
arbitrate claims on a class action basis. You agree that this section shall not be severable
under any circumstances from the arbitration clause set forth above, and if for any reason
this class action waiver is unenforceable as to any particular claim, then and only then
such claim shall not be subject to arbitration.

Limitation of Liability and Damages: In no event will we be liable for any injury,
loss, claim, damage or any special, punitive, exemplary, direct, indirect, incidental or
consequential damages of any kind, whether based in contract, tort, strict liability or
otherwise, that arise out of or are in any way connected with the tour, even if advised of
the possibility of such damages.

Photography and Video: You grant to Times Journeys and the Operators the right to
take photographs or videos during the operation of any Journey, or part thereof, and

to use the resulting photography, videos, or recordings for promotional or commercial
use. You and your traveling companionsagree to allow your likenesses to be used by
Times Journeys, Operators, and third parties authorized by Times Journeys without
compensation to you or your traveling companions. If you or any of your traveling
companions prefer that your likenesses not be used, you or your traveling companions
must notify Times Journeys and the Operator of the Tour in writing at least 60days prior to
the departure of the Tour or at the time of booking your Tour, whichever is less. Copyright
in all photographs, video, and text (including testimonials and correspondence) created
by you during the operation of any Tour, or part thereof, (“Tour Materials”) shall belong to
you upon creation. You grant to Times Journeys, Operators, and third parties authorized
by Times Journeys a royalty-free, non-exclusive, worldwide, irrevocable license to use the
Expedition Tour Materials, in any media now existing or subsequently developed for the
following limited purposes: editorial use, promotion of the editorial use, promotion of
Operator, or promotion of the work of Times Journeys.

Operator California Seller of Travel numbers:

The current California Seller of Travel numbersfor Operators are:

Abercrombie & Kent CST#2007274-20; Mountain Travel CST#2014882-40; Academic
Travel Abroad CST#2059002-40; Insight Cruises CST#206538-40; and Judy Perl
Worldwide Travel LLC CST# 2122227-40.

Active Elements, Medical Conditions and Special Assistance: Some of our Tours
incorporate active elements such as hiking, climbing or canoeing; you are responsible for
familiarizing yourself with the level of activity that will be involved in your Tour. You must
disclose in your Participant Information Form (or at such later time when you become
aware of such a condition) any existing physical or mental iliness, disability, pregnancy

or any other condition which may create a health hazard for yourself or others during the
Tour or for which you may require medical attention or special accommodation during the
Tour. We will make reasonable efforts to accommodate your needs, but you must notify us
at the time of booking for a determination of what assistance we can reasonably provide.
We regret that we cannot accommodate you if you have special needs for ordinary daily
activities, such as walking and dining. In no instance will our Suppliers or we physically
lift or assist you on to or off any vehicles. If we cannot accommodate your special needs,
you must be accompanied by a companion who will be responsible for independently
providing the needed assistance.

We reserve the right to remove you from the Tour, at your own expense, if your condition is
such that it could create a hazard to you or others, or otherwise impact the enjoyment of
other passengers.

Our privacy policy can be found at https://help.nytimes.com/hc/en-us/
articles/115014892108-Privacy-policy

SUPPLEMENTAL TERMS AND CONDITIONS

BINDING ARBITRATION CLAUSE (for Mountain Travel only) - | agree that any
dispute with Mountain Travel concerning, relating or referring to the Journeys Participant
Information Form (JIF), the brochure or any other literature concerning my trip, or the

trip itself, shall be resolved exclusively by binding arbitration pursuant to the Federal
Arbitration Act, 9 U.S.C. §§1-16, either according to the then existing Commercial Rules of
the American Arbitration Association (AAA) or pursuant to the Comprehensive Arbitration
Rules & Procedures of the Judicial Arbitration and Mediation Services, Inc. (JAMS). Such
proceedings will be governed by substantive (but not procedural) California law without
consideration of the California Arbitration Act and will take place in San Francisco, CA.
The arbitrator and not any federal, state, or local court or agency shall have exclusive
authority to resolve any dispute relating to the interpretation, applicability, enforceability,
conscionability, or formation of this contract, including but not limited to any claim that
all or any part of this contract is void or voidable. Please understand that by agreeing to
these terms and conditions, you (and we) are waiving our right to a trial by jury.
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